












Small SDA Schools; 

A Woman's View 

When I commenced a career, I had no 
goal so persistent as to teach in a Seventh­
day Adventist school. Being reared in an 
Adventist home where my parents sac­
rificed to provide my siblings and myself a 
Christian education, I was made aware of 
its importance in preparing Adventist 
youth to serve the Lord. 

I was filled with dreams and aspirations 
of making our "religion" truly "a way of 
life" for my students. That first year I 
perceived myself as a missionary going 
into the hills of northern Pennsylvania to 
teach the gospel. My formal assignment: 
to teach eight students nearly evenly 
distributed in grades one through six. All 
summer I searched for ways to have 
"Bible class" permeate all two dozen 
daily lesson plans and be the center of the 
students' learning experience. I interwove 
Bible principles and stories into the 
geography, mathematics, science, health, 
and language art lessons. 

Having a small group afforded not only 
the freedom of one-to-one teaching and 
learning but also the opportunity to 
develop a personal relationship with my 
students. Becoming aware of their special 
needs and desires enabled me to gear 
learning situations to each one personally, 
and to meet them where they were in 
cognitive, physical and spiritual growth. 

There were other freedoms in being the 
only teacher in a small school. I was free 
to set my own schedule and take time 
where it was needed with each student. I
was free to establish my own daily 
priorities and be flexible in meeting them. 
I also was free of direct and constant 
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supervision, so there was not the pressure 
to "look good" -only the self-imposed 
pressure to do well by God, myself, and 
my students. 

Of course, there were limitations that 
prevented my experience from being a 
totally positive one. There were no free 
periods, for instance. I was "on-duty" 
from opening exercises and morning wor­
ship until the parents finally picked up 
their children at the end of the day. There 
was no time for refreshment or reflection. 

developed an ability to converse with God 
and expressed their delight and comfort in 
being able to do so. 

Teaching in a small Adventist school 
could be exactly like an experience in any 
country one- or two-room school, if it 
were not for the greatest freedom Ad­

ventist teachers in America have, that is, 
an opportunity to teach and practice 
religion and present it as a practical way 
of life. 

-Margaret Wilbert Adams

No one was there when a crisis oc­
curred. Whether it was an emotional or 
disciplinary problem or an accident of 
bodily harm, I was solely in charge. I was 
not only ''teacher'' but also mother, 
counselor, nurse, and friend. 

OUR WRITERS 

Perhaps one of the most difficult 
challenges that faced me was establishing 
a rapport with the school board chairman 
of the sponsoring church. I found the 
school board and its chairman to be 
uneducated and inexperienced with 
children. They were Adventist lay persons 
interested in Christian education but not 
themselves equipped to increase the 
system's effectiveness. This I found to be 
my greatest limitation in teaching in 
Adventist schools. 

At the end of the year, however, as I 
compared the positives (freedoms) and the 
negatives (limitations), I concluded that 
the freedoms outweighed the limitations 
manyfold. I reviewed and evaluated my 
students' accomplishments and successes 
in terms of my goals and efforts. The 
most exciting accomplishment was one for 
which I had prepared for sixteen years. 
Each of my students, whether seven years 
old or thirteen years old, had a personal 
line of communication with God. Instead 
of repeating poetry as prayers, they had 
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ON REVIEW 

Teaching Your Own Preschool 
Children, by Kay Kuzma, Doubleday, 
1980, 312 pages, $10.95. 

From the founding of America, 
educators have attempted to influence the 
child, first through the family, then 
through the church and church schools 
and finally, through the public school 
system. Each of these agencies has made 
an effort to transmit knowledge, attitudes, 
values, and skills. Within recent years a 
small, but significant, number of parents 
and professional educators seem to be 
retracing the steps of history as children 
are increasingly taken from the public 
school system and placed into private and 
parochial schools, and even more recently, 
a growing segment is advocating a return 
to home education as a reasonable alter­
native to either public or private/parochial 
education. Riding the pendulum swing 
from almost total trust in the public 
school system to a renewed dedication, to 
concern for and trust in parental involve­
ment in the child's education, book 
publishers have flooded the market with 
ideas, activities, and advice for parents of 
preschoolers. Why, then, the need for 
another book of suggestions for a group 
of would-be educators already deluged 
with too much advice? 

While there is a great deal of advice for 
parents of preschoolers, few parents have 
written of their actual experiences. Dr. 
Kay Kuzma, Associate Professor of 
Health Administration at Loma Linda 
University, spent one year away from her 
busy schedule and devoted time to the 
training and educating of her three 
children, aged two, four, and five years. 
Teaching Your Own Preschool Children is 
a mother's diary of nursery school ac­
tivities implemented in a home setting. 
Field trips, activities, library book selec­
tions, action songs, and school readiness 
activites are recorded as they wer.e 
presented to the children each day from 
September to May. The publishers recom­
mend that "Mrs. Kuzma's diary of that 
year serve as a plan book for all mothers 
to use as a guide in teaching their own 
small children.'' This is quite possibly 
how the book should not be used. Rather, 
the book serves as a source of insight and 
encouragement for mothers who are in the 
process of designing and developing an 
original curriculum for their small 
children. Kuzma's strength lies in first 
presenting goal-setting theory and second, 
telling the reader how she and her hus­
band adapted that theory into practical 
experiences that would meet their 
children's individual needs. It is refreshing 
to have that decision-making process 
recorded. 

Take, for example,. one illustration of 
how a parent might come to a decision 
for curriculum in the home. The Kuzmas 

were in the process of deciding on ac­
tivities for the development of character 
in their children. First, they decided to 
follow Benjamin Franklin's method of 
stressing one virtue each week for thirteen 
weeks. After further consideration, they 
decided his list was not as complete as 
they wished and added some of the virtues 
listed in II Peter 1: 5-7. But even 
Franklin's list combined with Peter's list 
did not cover what they felt their own 
children needed. The final revision was a 
"homemade" list of traits for character 
development. Extracted from Franklin re­
mained the idea of stressing one virtue 
each week and from Peter a better idea of 
how to sequence the teaching of character 
traits. Illustrations such as this serve to 
give parent educators courage to try their 
own ideas, realizing that no one guide or 
planbook can serve to meet the unique 
needs of their own children. 

Kuzma's home-school curriculum was 
based on goals that would guide the 
children in an understanding of God, 

nature, health habits, language arts, as 
well as practical skills. These goals re­
semble fairly traditional preschool ex­
pected outcomes. The way these goals 
were implemented was determined by 
resources actually present in the home. 
i.e., Mother's inclination, the children's
expressed interest, and events that the
family chose to participate in. This is a
break from the traditional curriculum in
which the world comes to a halt from
nine to eleven•thirty every morning while
a set routine of prescribed activities is 
followed by the teacher.

Was tn.e year worth all the effort? The 
author concludes that the project was 
wholly worthwhile for both parents and 
children, having the effect of bringing the 
family closer together. How are the 
children doing in school as a result of 
their home training? Were they adequately 
prepared? Kuzma does not attempt to 
answer those questions within this book. 
Why spoil the possibility of a future 
publication? 

-Elizabeth Ann Wear
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After seeing and reading a phbtocopy 
version of The Adventist Woman, I'm 
already anxious to see issue #2! You and 
your people have done a superb job and 
you can be proud of it. 

-

-Sheree Parris Nodd, Texas 

I feel that you should know that our 
school paper has been edited by a woman 
this whole school year, and it appears that 
next year we will have a woman again. I 
have enclosed copies of this campus paper 
The Criterion, and also a copy of the 
Observer, the campus paper at Loma 
Linda-please note that it's editor is also 
a woman. Since our undergraduate cam­
pus has around 2200 students this year, I 
feel this was quite an oversight in your 
paragraph about women editors of college 
papers. 

-Velma Clem, Loma Linda University

(Editor'iNote-Thanks for the info!) 

Re: Insight 23 September 1980. 
Was it really necessary to try to authen­

ticate and win approval for the women in­
volved in The Adventist Woman by 
stating they are ''happily married'' and 
their husbands are "very supportive"? 

-Janet M. Prata-Msumba, Mass.

(Editor's Note: While, we appreciate the 
support Insight gave us, we have to agree 
with Ms. Prata-Msumba and say that it 
was not necessary. Also, the article was 
written without input from the present 
editors. We would not have recommended 
using that statement.) 

r:;..:...: 
-

I want to thank all of you for taking 
hold of an idea and doing something 
about it. I feel very strongly that women 
should have an equal part in the church 
structure in any capacity. I do not feel 
that by genetic chance, one sex has a 
closer link with God than the other. We 
are all equal in the sight of God as His 
children, and I think it's about time our 
church recognized this reality. 

I look forward to receiving and perhaps 
participating in this newsletter. 

-Patricia Piper-Beyer, Calif.

While attending the General Conference 
session I picked up a copy of the Forum 
Newsletter. I read about your new paper 
The Adventist Woman. I am president of 
a club comprised of Adventist women and 
would be interested in your paper to share 
with our "King's Daughters Clubs". 

-Marian Quisenberry, Fla.

Already I have a dilemma! How do I 
salute you? 

I have read with interest the article in 
the September 23 Insight entitled The 
Adventist Woman, and would like to have 
you enter my subscription to your 
publication. 

Do you have any back issues that deal 
with the problem of ordination of 
woman? In August I was asked to serve as 
a local elder. Last night the nominating 
committee asked me to serve as the Head 
Elder in our little church of 60 + 
members. I find no problem with that, ex­
cept the pastor and the Conference are 
dragging their feet on ordination. They do 
not say we are not going to do it or it is 
not necessary. Rather the pastor says I am 
waiting for information from the 
Conference president. 

I can live with it and do a good job 
without ordination, but I am curious to 
know how this has been handled other 
places. I am willing to pay for the back 
issues if you have them. 

-M.O.L., Vt.

I am the pastor of a SDA church. As 
you can guess more than half of my 
church membership is ladies. I was 
delighted to see the special article on 
woman and find out about your news­
letter. Sounds great! I need help in learn­
ing how to meet the needs of my member-. 
ship better and they need to know about 
the newsletter. Please send me some 
sample copies and all the details so I can 
sign up some of our ladies. 

Thanks in advance for assisting in my 
ministry. For the last two summers I have 
had a female summer ministry -student run 
our youth program. She graduated from 
PUC and received a call to Central 
California Conference and is working on 
the staff of a church now. I do believe in 
her desire to be a minister. We have two 
ordained ladies on our board of elders 
and have been delighted with their help. 

-S.M., Calif.
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Today I begin a new file which will 

hold the charter issue of The Adventist 
Woman. l look forward to better days, 
more news, and exciting ideas from your 
publication. 

It is my sincere hope that The Adventist 
Woman will serve as a catalyst to draw all 
of us together as we seek not to 
perpetuate the work, but to complete it. 

May you be especially blessed as you 
provide leadership for this most important 
publication. 

-Pat Habada, Md.

I had the pleasure of reading the Feb. 
issue of The Adventist Woman "cover to 
cover." (it was lying on my wife's desk) 

I just had to write and tell you how 
much I enjoyed your editorial. Anyone 
who has been brought up "as a Super 7" 
would quickly identify with and shout 
Amen in the areas you spoke about. 

As an average "chauvinist" (without 
any patronizing intended), I want you to 
know I'm all for you "beautiful women" 
and encourage you to speak out on the 
issues we all face in Adventism. 

The following quotation from The Nar­
cissistic American by Aaron Stern, M.D. 
applies to many of the issues you raised; 
''much of our behavior does not reflect 
our own ethical judgement, but· only a 
conformity to limits externally derived and 
enforced." 

Best wishes with your Newsletter about 
women-"tell it like it is!" 

-Walt Fahlsing, M.D., Calif.








